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Ox Ridge Hunt Club Charity Show Grand Prix
Fairfield County

Kyle Van Splinter Clinic
New Haven County
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The June 13 $25,000 Ox Ridge Grand Prix was
contested by an international field of 35 riders.
Four of them achieved clear rounds and returned
for the jump-off. In the end, local talent prevailed
and it was Greenwich-based Sydney Shulman, 19,
and her 12-year-old Belgian Warmblood mare,
Wamira, who took home the prize money and the
Michael S. Griffin Memorial Trophy. Amanda
Starbuck, of Starbuck Equestrian in Ridgefield, was
second and Stephanie Galluci, who rides with the
Shulman’s Back Country Farm in Greenwich, was

third. (Stephanie won the $5,000 Welcome Stake
qualifying class earlier in the week on her 11-year-
old Dutch Warmblood gelding, Quidam 13.)

“Wamira is fairly new to me; this is only my
second show on her,” says Sydney. “She was in
Florida this winter with one of Rodrigo Pessoa’s
clients and I’d been watching her because I
thought she’d suit me — she’s really fast, her stride
is massive, and she doesn’t take much time in the
air. In the jump-off, I was actually holding her back
— I could’ve gone twice as fast! She knows her job,

so I try to stay out of her way and just put her in
the right spots.”

The beneficiary of this event was Pegasus
Therapeutic Riding, an equine-assisted activities and
therapies program for children and adults with phys-
ical, cognitive, and emotional disabilities, which our
Ox Ridge Hunt Club facility hosts year-round. 

Left to right: Ox Ridge general manager Alan
Griffin in the Grand Prix with Orient D’Elle, Sydney
Shulman riding Wamira, and Ailish Cunniffe on
Betty Boop III.

An Introductory Natural Horsemanship Clinic took
place at Halcyon Hill Farm, in Oxford, on Sunday,
June 14. The guest instructor and trainer was Kyle
Van Splinter, from North Salem, New York. Halcyon
Hill’s owner, Marc Deslauriers, with Tammy
Ljungquist, hosted the event; Donna Collins and
Cheri Cancelli, of Comet Oak Farm, Southbury,
sponsored and organized the clinic. 

Kyle’s style with six-year-old Snowie’s Gift,
a.k.a. GiGi, was relaxed and almost playful. During

the morning session, she focused on engaging the
five zones of a horse’s body and explained how to
work on each to help your horse achieve flexibility,
cooperation, and trust. She also demonstrated the
application of pressure in gradual stages, followed
by examples of release and reward. The value of
these lessons was evident as Kyle worked with GiGi
on several ground exercises (such as side passing)
and obstacles (tarp crossing and barrel jumping,
for example). 

After lunch, ten participants and their equine
partners joined Kyle in the ring to try their hand at
the techniques reviewed in the morning session. As
each student received one-on-one attention from
Kyle, a newfound appreciation and understanding
between horse and handler became noticeable. 

All of those involved in the clinic — partici-
pants and auditors alike — say they’re now better
horsemen and -women, and that their horses will
be happier, more willing companions. 


